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OCSCO OUTREACH 

Last month, OCSCO prepared a detailed 

position paper in response to requests for 

public submissions regarding the 

proposed regulations for the Retirement 

Homes Act,.  The paper addresses how to 

maximize the safety, comfort and dignity 

of those who choose to reside in 

Retirement Homes.  Below is a summary of 

OCSCO’s position.  

The areas of most concern to OCSCO are:  

 Whether seniors will be equitably 

represented on the Retirement Home 

Regulatory Authority (RHRA). 

 Whether the fees charged to licensees 

will be adequate to fund an effective 

inspection agency. 

 Whether the mandated complaints 

process will be modified so that 

vulnerable residents, who depend on 

the care offered, feel safe to complain. 

 Whether the minimum number of 

residents proposed in the Regulations 

(six) will be further reduced to protect 

low-income seniors who seek care in 

unregistered boarding-house type 

homes. 

OCSCO RESPONDS TO DRAFT 

REGULATIONS UNDER THE 
RETIREMENT HOMES ACT 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

1. Retirement Homes Act  

2. OCSCO Relaunches Website 

3. 25th Anniversary Event  

4. Ontario Seniors’ Secretariat 

5. Pharmacare and Pension Reforms 

6. Membership Reminder  

7. Enbridge Free Weatherization         

    Program 

For a full copy of OCSCO’s response to draft 

regulations under The Retirement Homes 

Act, visit our website at www.ocsco.ca.   

 For details regarding The Retirement 

Homes Act visit the website for  Ontario 

Senior’s Secretariat www.seniors.gov.on.ca 

Thanks to Ethel Meade for her work in this area.  

OCSCO RELAUNCHES WEBSITE  

WWW.OCSCO.CA 

OCSCO's new site supports our mandate to 

improve the quality of life for Ontario's 

seniors with improved resources, user 

friendly tools and an updated visual design.  

Bookmark our homepage for the latest 

news impacting today’s seniors and check 

out our Upcoming Events.  As always we 

welcome your feedback at ocsco@web.net.   
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OCSCO celebrated their 25th anniversary on 

November 9th, 2010, with a day-long 

celebration held in Toronto at the Latvian 

Canadian Cultural Centre.  The anniversary 

celebration was attended by over 220 

seniors from across the province who were 

treated to a diverse selection of speakers 

and entertainment.   

 

The morning started with Bea Levis - a 

founding member of OCSCO - presenting a 

historical perspective of the organization.  

Following Bea, Senator Sharon Carstairs 

(Chair of the Special Senate Committee on 

Aging) spoke eloquently on the issue of 

aging in Canada. Her presentation was an 

impassioned plea for seniors to get involved 

to ensure that their concerns are heard and 

addressed - now and in the future.    

 

 
Senator Sharon Carstairs speaks at  

OCSCO’s 25th Anniversary 

 

The afternoon session started with the 

presentation of the 2010 Dan Benedict 

Award for social justice to Amy Nelson.   
 

OCSCO CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

 
Dan Hill,  renowned Canadian singer 

songwriter,  wowed the audience with his 

musical talents - playing some of his well-

known songs.  He also read excerpts from his 

deeply personal tribute to his father entitled, I 

Am My Father's Son. 

 

Finally the event concluded with Lalita Sharma 

leading a brief session of Laughing Yoga.  All 

attendees left for home with wide smiles -- 

courtesy of Lalita's unique form of yoga. 

 

 
Dan Hill performs at 25th Anniversary 

ONTARIO SENIORS' SECRETARIAT 
 

Ontario Seniors' Secretariat (OSS) was 

established by the Ontario government in 

1996 to meet the needs of Ontario’s growing 

population of seniors.  For more information 

about OSS and its activities visit their new 
website at www.ontario.ca/seniors  

http://www.ontario.ca/seniors
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OCSCO FOCUSES ON 

PHARMACARE AND PENSION 

REFORMS  
 
For 2011, OCSCO will focus on the issues of 

Pharmacare and Pension Reform.  These 

strategic issues were selected at the October 

2010 Board session which included a one day 

strategic meeting.  Since the October meeting, 

OCSCO members have been extremely busy 

articulating and then advocating OCSCO’s 

position around these issues.   Position 

statements and papers have been prepared 

and are available for review at our website – 

www.ocsco.ca   

 

OCSCO’s Pharmacare Draft Position Statement 

The incorporation of Pharmacare into our 

public health care system would, to some 

degree, prevent the need for more costly 

kinds of care, making the whole system more 

cost-effective. Further savings are also 

available in a public plan by allowing the 

single payer to negotiate lower prices for the 

bulk purchase of the most frequently 

prescribed medications. By broadening the 

scope of our publicly funded system we can, 

therefore, make it more sustainable. 

 

 
 

OCSCO Pension Reform Position  

Statement 

OCSCO supports improving the 

Guaranteed Income Security (GIS) to help 

the living condition of Ontario’s current 

low income seniors.  We also endorse 

expanding the Canadian Pension Plan to 

provide a support for younger people in 

the future. 

 

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER   

 

As a registered charity we do not receive 

core funding.  We depend on donations to 

support the work that underlies our 

advocacy, educational programs,  joint 

educational programs –computer training , 

counseling information and referral, 

research and policy development, 

outreach and other programs on behalf of 

the half million diverse members of the 

160 seniors’ organizations who are our 

affiliates.   

 

Your generosity helps to send out our 

quarterly newsletter, organize our multi-

cultural fairs, advocate for senior’s 

pension and pharmacare reform. 

 

To pay your membership and/or make a 

donation: 

Phone: 1-800-265-0779  

Email: ocsco@web.net  

Web: www.ocsco.ca      
 

http://www.ocsco.ca/
mailto:ocsco@web.net
http://www.ocsco.ca/
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